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January. 2<7 1789. 

Phlogiston and the Decomposition of Water, read and re- 
ferred to Seybert and "Wistar. 
Dr. Barton would deliver the oration March 1, 1799. 

Resolved, that the last Saturday in February would be more convenient 
to the Society. 

"Resolved, that a Com. of three be appointed by ballot to take into con- 
sideration the several communications on Peach Trees & report their 
opinion, which communication, if any, is worthy of the Premium pro- 
posed. — Whereupon the Society shall decide by ballot on the report made, 
which if affirmed by a majority of votes shall be conclusive. — If the result 
be a disagreement to the Report made, the Society may recommit the com- 
munications to a new Committee of three formed in the same way, and the 
Society shall take the same order on this report as on the preceding one. — 

"Resolved that a Committee similarly constituted be appointed on the 
subjects of Ship-pumps & fire-places." 

" Ordered that D r - Bache, Messrs. J. B. Smith & J. Wil- 
liams be the Committee on the Subject of Peach Trees. — 
That Messrs. Jefferson, Wheeler & Collin be the Com. on 
Ship-Pumps &c. — That D r - Wistar, Messrs. Williams & Pat- 
terson be the Com. on Fire-places." 

Committee on Soybert's Essay on Marsh air reported it 
worthy of publication. Agreed to. 

End of Vol. op MS. Minutes. 



1799. Jan. 4. Between 2 and 5 p. m. (Present : Messrs. 
Peale, Vaughan, Seybert, S. H. Smith, Davidson, Patterson, 
Wheeler, Pindlay, Drs. Magaw, Collin, James, Barton.) 
Davidson, Seybert, Vaughan, Judges ; Smith and Peale, 
Secretaries. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Thos. Jefferson. 
Vice-Presidents — Wistar, Push, Patterson. 
Treasurer — Vaughan. 

Secretaries — James, S. H. Smith, Seybert, Woodhouse. 
Curators — Peale, B. S. Barton, Collin. 
Councillors — T. McKean, Jas. Davidson, R. Blackwell, 
Ad. Kuhn. 
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1799. Jan'y 18. (Jefferson ; "Wistar, Patterson, Seybert, 
James, Barton, Woodhouse, Peale, J. B. Smith, Davidson, 
Martin, S. H. Smith.) 

Barton's paper on Equisetum reported for publication. 

Woodhouse's reply to Priestley reported for publication. 

Supplement to Latrobe's paper on the Sand Hills of Vir- 
ginia presented and referred to S. H. Smith with power 
to print. 

"On the Basal tes of the Connewago Hills" by T. P. 
Smith, presented and referred to Wistar and James, with 
power to print. 

Committee on Pemberton's Observations reported " that 
they had ascertained the monthly results ot the several 
years for which the Obs. were made &c." Recommitted ; 
Dr. Wistar added. 

"On the Onondaga Salt Springs," a memoir by B. De 
Witt, M.D., presented. Thanks to the author voted. 

Committee appointed to catalogue the Books and Appa- 
ratus : Davidson, Peale, Collin. 

Printer directed to close the current volume " as soon as 
the papers placed in his hands shall be printed," " no com- 
munications hereafter received to be admitted." 

1799. Feb'y 1. (Jefferson ; Collin, Coxe, Peale, Seybert, 
Barton, Woodhouse, Williamson, Martin, S. H. Smith, Wis- 
tar, Patterson.) 

Treasurer instructed " to call on the Executors of David 
Rittenhouse & receive from them the Sums contributed, and 
placed in his hands, towards aiding the expedition of M r - 
Micheau." [sic] 

Committee appointed " to report the proceedings which 
have been had with respect to the sums received on account 
of M r - Micheau's Expedition, and their opinion on the proper 
measures to be pursued thereon. — Collin, Peale, Wistar." 

Latrobe's paper on Sand Hills reported worthy of publica- 
tion. Agreed to. 



February. ^<9 17!». 

Committee appointed "to consider the expediency of 
offering a Premium on the Subject of Education, and .... 
the circumstances under which the premium shall be of- 
fered.— S. H. Smith, Wistar, Collin." 

"On Peach trees," a paper from Hichd. D. Spaight, of 
North Carolina ; referred to Williams, Peale and Bache. 

.Dr. "Williamson's description of Ephoron leueon referred to 
Barton and Peale. 

Oration to be arranged by Bleakley, Peale and Vaughan. 

Dr. Collin substituted for Mr. Williams, resigned from 
Committee on Antiquities. 

1799. Feb'y 15. (Jefferson; McKean, Peale, J. B. Smith, 
Martin, Currie, Wistar, Barton, Seybert, Collin, Patterson, 
S. H. Smith.) 

Com. on oration reported, that it would be delivered at 
the University Hall, 9 J o'clock, A. M., Saturday, February 23. 

Resolved to adjourn to meet in the Mathematical Room in the University 
at 9| a. m. 

Keport on Premium agreed to, as follows : " That a Pre- 
mium of $100 be offered, with the usual conditions of 
secrecy &c. to the author of the best Dissertation upon the 
following question: 'How far is it the duty & interest of 
the Community, to provide for the Education of Youth V — 
and that Essays on the Subject be received until March l st > 
1800." 

Regulations : 1. A Committee of five, chosen by ballot, at 
the first meeting in April next, to examine and report on 
the merits of the pieces, due notice of the election to be 
given to each member ; 2. No essayist to accept election ; 3. 
Any member of Committee who wishes to decline serving 
must resign within two months after the election ; 4. 
Papers to be preserved by the Secretaries unopened until the 
first meeting in March, 1800 ; then delivered to tbe Com- 
mittee who shall report thereon within two months ; and 
" the Society shall ultimately decide within two months on 
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the said report otherwise the said report shall be conclu- 
sive." 

1799. Feb'y 23. At the University Hall. "Where Dr. 
Ben. Smith Barton delivered the Annual Oration on " The 
Natural History of the Indian Tribes of North America." 

1799. March 1. (Patterson in the Chair ; Magaw, Bar- 
ton, Wistar, Peale, Turner, Freire [sic] and Woodbouse.) 

" On the means of mitigating the calamities to which 
great cities are exposed" from Henry Wynkoop, " was re- 
ferred to Jas. Woodhouse." 

"On an improved steam engine" by Robert F. Living- 
ston [sic] was referred to Patterson and Peale. 

Williamson's paper on Ephoron leucon reported worthy of 
publication ; so ordered. 

Wistar's description of the Bones of the unknown animal, 
referred for examination to Dr. Shippen. 

Jas. Ewing's " Columbian Alphabet," presented by the 
author. Thanks for his Oration voted to Dr. Barton. 

1799. March 15. (Peale ; Seybert, Wistar, J. B. Smith, 
S. H. Smith, Vaughan.) 

Dr. Shippen reported Dr. Wistar's descriptions of the 
Bone3 to be very accurate. Publication ordered. 

Prize Essays on Warming rooms. Committee reported 
that they found " the piece signed ' Economy' superior in 
merit to any of the other memoirs ;" and altho' they agree 
with the Committee who formerly reported on the subject,and 
whose report, they recommend to the perusal of the Society, 
" that the improvements are not to be regarded as entirely 
original," yet, they consider them so well combined and ap- 
plied to domestic purposes, as to merit the most attentive 
consideration of the Society, and believe that when the date 
is considered, viz. March, 1797, it will appear proper to 
award the premium to the ingenious author. 



April— May. 
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1799. April 5. (Patterson ; Seybert, Peale, J. B. Smith, 
Caldwell, Dr. Barton, Magaw, S. H. Smith, Turner.) 

Jas. E. Smith's "Facts relative to Nat. Hist. London 
1798," presented in the name of the author. Thanks voted. 

Br. Barton and Peale added to the committee on Peach 
tree Essays. 

Collin added to Committee on Kuh's (?) paper on Longi- 
tude. 

Committee on preserving fossil bones reported their work 
done. 

1799. April 19. (Peale, Seybert, Barton, Smith, Vaughn 
[sic'], Blakely, Patterson, Abercrombie, Turner, and "Wood- 
house.) 

Patterson and Peale reported on Livingston's paper on the 
Steam Engine. 

A memoir on the decay of the Peach tree received 
January, 1797, was returned at the author's request. 

1799. May 3. (Patterson, Caldwell, Peale, Seybert, 
Blakely, Barton, Vaughn [sic], "Woodhouse.) 

Woodhouse reported on Wynkoop's Means for protecting 
cities. 

" Adjudging the premium" on Warming rooms, made the 
business of the next meeting; notice in the newspapers to 
members. 

1799. May 17. (Bleakeley [sic], Patterson, Turner, Smith, 
Seybert, Woodhouse.) 

Adjudging the premium postponed. 

A. Fothergill's two pamphlets received . 1. Eules, &c.,Bath 
and W. of E. S. 2. Preservative plans, &c. Thanks voted. 

Plans of the Eclipses of 1805 and 1806 by Mr. Lambert 
presented, and thanks voted. 

" A letter wa3 received from the Treasurer satisfying the 
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enquiry made in the minutes of 1 st Feb. relative to a certain 
sum of money left in the hands of M r - Rittenhouse." 

Case of tetanus, cured by wine, &c, read and referred to 
Seybert and Woodhouse. 

Dr. Hosack's pamphlet on Vision presented. 

1799. June 25. (Patterson; Seybert, J. B. Smith, S. H. 
Smith, Barton, Caldwell, Wistar, Turner, Woodhouse.) 

" A premium of $60 was conferred on Messrs. Ch. Wilson 
& Baphael Peale, for an essay on the best method of warm- 
ing rooms." 

Books presented : " Fragments of Nat. History" by Dr. 
Barton. Thanks ordered. Treatise on Education, by Revd. 
S. Knox. Thanks ordered. 

1T99. July 19. (Wistar; Patterson, Peale, Turner, Dr. 
Barton, Bleakley, Wheeler, Woodhouse, S. II. Smith, Dr. 
Parke, Coxe, Davidson, Mr. P. S. De [sic} Ponceau, Dr. 
James.) 

Committee on Peach tree premium to report next meet- 
ing. 

Dr. Barton asked for time to prepare his Essay on the 
Indians for publication, " early in the fall." 

Secretary to request Dr. Collin to complete the catalogue 
of books by next meeting. 

A complete Set, or one or more Vols, as may be found 
requisite of the A. P. Trans, to be forwarded to each of the 
following Societies: viz. Am. Ac. A. & S. Boston (Vol. 
IV).— R. S. London (Vols. Ill, IV).— R. Irish A. ( I 
III, IV).— L. & P. S. Manchester (IV).— Bath & W E- 
S. (one set).— Nat. Inst. Paris (IV).— A. A. & S. Peters- 
burgh (one set). — Linnsean S. London (one set). — R. A. 
S. Lisbon (one set).— R. A. S. Turin (II, III, IV).— R. S. 
Edinburgh (one set).— R. S. Valencia (IV).— R. S. S. 
Upsal (one set). — R. S. Gottingen (one set). — R. Sweed. 
A. S. (one set). — Philada. Library (IV). — R. Acad. Berlin 
(one set). — Meteor. S. Manheim [no item is mentioned 
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& nothing is marked or dated "sent" in this case]. — 
Rotterdam S. — Agrie. S. of N. York (one set). — Maj3s. Hist. 
Soc. (one set). — Phys. S. of Lena in Saxony (one set). — 
Italian Soc. at Verona [nothing seems to have been sent to 
this]. — Asiatic S. at Calcutta (one set). — R. S, of Madrid, 
Acad, de Hist. — Academy at Mexico (one set). — R. S. 
Copenhagen (one set). — Soc. Antiq. Scot. Edinburgh (one set). 
[The various dates & channels of transmission are marked on 
the margins of the page.] 

Election of seven new members : ¥m. Boys, A. M., John 
Redman Coxe, M.D., Thos. Peters Smith, Joseph Clay, and 
Wm. Maclure, all of Philadelphia ; Sam. Elam, of Newport, 
Rhode Island ; and Ben. Henry Latrobe, Engineer. 

1799. Aug. 16. (Collin ; McKean, Turner, Peale, T. P. 
Smith, S. H. Smith, James.) 

Collin reported " considerable progress" in the Catalogue. 

Curators to " cause to be made a Bookcase, equal in size 
and of a fashion similar to that now in the Society's Hall, 
with this difference, that all the doors be glazed." Post- 
poned voting. 

" Ast. Obs. on the Ccenecuh" in a letter from And. Elli- 
cott, Esq., read and referred to Mr. Patterson. 

" Plan & description of a horizontal Wheel" presented by 
the inventor, Sam. Eelsted, Kingston, Jamaica. 

Claypoole's bill for advertising premiums £5, ordered 
paid. 

Societies, additional, to be furnished with copies of the 
Trans. — Academies of Lyons (I, III, IV), Bologna (II, III, 
IV), Rouen (I, III, IV), R. A. B. L. Seville (one set).— 
Soc. Arts, M. & C. London (one set). —Antiq. S. London 
(one set). — Societies at Milan, and at Florence (sets). [No 
marks of these having been sent, are on the page, except in 
the case of the S. Arts & Antiq. S. London. But references 
to " correspondence" in the case of Bologna, Milan & Flor- 
ence.] 

Binding of a list of unbound books postponed. 



November. -«5* 1799. 

1799. Nov. 1. (Patterson ; Collin, Peale, S. H. Smith, T. 
P. Smith, Latrobe, Clay, Bleakley, J. B. Smith, Vaughan, 
Abercrombie, Barton, Woodhouse, Caldwell, Seybert.) 

" Notes, N°- 1, on the Falls of Niagara" read by Dr. Bar- 
ton. 

Bookcase, " similar to the wing of the former bookcase, 
& proportionate to the space on the east side of the room," 
ordered. 

Latrobe added to Committee on Felsted's paper on Wind- 
mills. 

"Resolved, that the A. P. S. will in future make a publication of a Vol- 
ume of their Transactions, or a part thereof, in every year on or before the 
I s ' day of November, and that all the papers, which, previous to the 1" 
day of September shall be directed to be published, be immediately there- 
after put into the hands of the Printer, after which no communication 
received shall be inserted in the Volume of that year." 

Resolution to be published in different newspapers. Sec- 
retaries to attend to the distributions of the sets ordered in 
former resolutions. 

Unbound books to be bound by the Curators. 

Missing plates of the last Vol. Transactions (IV) to be 
" executed" by Mr. Dobson as soon as possible. 

Ellicott'8 Astronomical Observations ordered for publica- 
tion. 

1799. Nov. 6. Special Meeting. (Patterson ; Latrobe, T. 
P. Smith, Clay, S. H. Smith, Vaughan, J. B. Smith, 
"Wheeler, Barton, Woodhouse, Caldwell, Seybert.) 

Missing plates of Vol. IV. reported, nine in all. [List.] 
" Dobson says he has had no other plate than one describing 
a plant discovered by M r - Beauvoir [sic], & declines incurring 
any expense attending the execution of any of the Plates, 
except that representing the above plant." Secretaries " re- 
quested to call on M r - Dobson & inform him that the So- 
ciety expected him to finish the volume." 

Thanks voted to Turner for Indexes and other services. 

Invitation " by note" from Mr. Peale to the members to 



November. ^5 1799, 

Introductory lecture of a course on Natural History Novem- 
ber 16th. 

Committee on Hosack's case of Tetanus reported that it 
had been already published in the Medical Report, New 
York, and should not appear in the American Philosophical 
Transactions. 

1799. Nov. 9. Special Meeting. (Peale; S. H. Smith, 
T. P. Smith, Woodhouse, Seybert.) 

Secretaries reported Mr. Dobson " willing to have the 
plates published, on his own account, so as to make the 
Volume (IV) perfect." 

Order of business established for the next Stated meeting : 
1. Society constituted ; 2. Minutes read ; 3. Report of Com- 
mittees ; 4. Papers, &c. ; 5. Motions ; 6. Adjournment. 

1799. Nov. 15. (Wistar; Guillemard, Turner, S. H. 
Smith, Clay, T. P. Smith, Vaughan, Peale, Patterson, James, 
Coxe, Seybert.) 

Secretaries reported " that M r -. Dobson had, in vain, 
endeavoured to find the drawing of the plates, which are de- 
ficient in the last volume .... & that he offers to publish 
them at his own expense, provided drawings .... be fur- 
nished . . . ." 

Turner and Latrobe appointed a Committee " to form 
drawings, .... to request M r- Dobson to suspend the sale 
.... and to write to the booksellers, to whom he has for- 
warded it, likewise to suspend the sale thereof." 

Order of business, proposed at last meeting, referred to 
Patterson, Turner and Vaughan. 

Nassy's " Lettre sur les Juifs" with a letter of presentation 
from the author. Thanks voted. Another copy to be for- 
warded to the City Library. 

Donations from Mr. Vaughan: Nautical Aim. 1774. 
Van Swinden's Diss, sur les Therm, and Obs. sur le froid de 
Janvier, 1776. 



December. «50 1799. 

Several Vols, of the French Eucy. Meth. on the table, for 
inspection and sale. Vaughan directed to negotiate a pur- 
chase. 

" Thermometrical Navigation," an essay by J. Williams, 
presented, and thanks voted. 

Peach-tree Committees ordered to report at next meeting. 

Corresponding Secretary to request Dr. Collin to report 
definitely respecting the Catalogue by the Second meeting 
in December. 

Clay and T. P. Smith added to the Committee apptd. May, 
1797, to arrange and describe the Apparatus of the Society. 

Clay and T. P. Smith added to the Committee on Laws, 
vice W. Barton and J. "Williams. 

Premium of Education to be further considered at next 
meeting. 

1799. Dec. 6. (Turner ; Collin, "Woodhouse, Coxe, Cald- 
well, Seybert, Clay, Peale, T. P. Smith, W. Barton, Patter- 
son, Vaughan, S. H. Smith, Latrobe.) 

Dobson had taken measures to stop the sale of Vol. IV, 
and " will endeavour to have the plates completed." 

Special meeting (at the request of Dr. Collin) called for 6 
p. m. next Friday, to receive Catalogue and report of Com- 
mittee, and adopt further regulations for the Library. 

Committee on Apparatus " report them to be, An Elec- 
trophorus, A universal compound microscope, A compound 
burning glass, A 30-inch sliding rule, A wheel barometer 
with a thermometer, An electrical machine, formerly in the 
possession of F. Hopkinson, supposed to be now in the house 
of the late Dr. Rittenhouse, An achromatic telescope now in 
the possession of A. Ellicott, An eight day clock, A whale- 
bone hygrometer, broken." 

Committee on order of business, reported : 1. Society con- 
stituted ; 2. Minutes read ; 3. Communications received 
and referred ; 4. Committees' reports ; 5. Donations ; 6. In- 
cidental or local business ; 7. Verbal communications, to be 
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recorded (if important) in a book for that purpose (see 
January 27, 1797) ; 8. Questions proposed at former meetings 
read and verbally or in writing remarked on ; a summary 
of the most important to be put on record by the Secreta- 
ries ; 9. Minutes of tbe present meeting read ; 10. Adjourn- 
ment. Report accepted. 

Committee to reconsider the Report of a Committee to re- 
vise the By-Laws and form one code of the whole, reported 
" that it is inexpedient at present to make an application to 
the Legislature for an alteration in our Charter of incor- 
poration, and ' that the Sees, be directed to collect & insert 
in the book which contains the fundamental articles & 
Charter all the bye-laws and regulations which are contained 
in the minutes & not already obsolete agreeably to a resolu- 
tion of the Society of Jan. 27, 1797.' " 

Vaughan reported the purchase of the Encyc. Meth. of 
Jas. Gibson, for $150 ($50 less than the price). Approved. 

Remarks on No. XXII, Vol. IV, p. 190, by Judge 
Turner, referred to Dr. Seybert. 

Reported from Mrs. Sergeant and Mrs. "Waters, Executrices 
of Mrs. Rittenhouse's will, that she had bequeathed $200 to 
the Society " for the purpose of raising an annual fund to 
bo applied to the keeping the observatory in order." Pat- 
terson, Vaughan and S. H. Smith, to receive and invest it. 

Two Meteorological Tables kept at Michilimaekinac by 
Gen. "Wilkinson, presented and referred to Patterson. 

" A large marine Excrescence," presented by J. Williams. 

"Recreations in Nat. His. &c," No. 1, from Dr. Anderson 
of Edinburgh, with a promise to continue the series. Thanks 
voted. 

"Experiments relating to the change of place in differ- 
ent kinds of air thro' several interposing substances," " Ex- 
periments relating to the absorption of air by water;" by Dr. 
Priestley ; and " Misc. Exp. relating to the doctrine of Phlo- 
giston ;" read and referred to T. P. Smith. 

Order of Business adopted to be neatly copied on Parch- 
ment, framed, and laid before the President at each meeting. 



December. ^8 1799. 

Committee on Felsted's paper reported against its publi- 
cation. 

" The Soc. agree to pay M r - J. Dobson $150 next spring, 
M r - Gibson having agreed to take the amount of his demand, 
in books, from M r - Dobson." 

S. H. Smith, Latrobe and Vaughan, " to consider the pro- 
priety of presenting, by Memorial, to the Legislature of Pa. 
a view of the State of this Institution, & the benefits that 
would result to Science by an addition to the funds of the 
Society made by the Legislature." 

1799. Dec. 13. Special Meeting. (Turner ; Collin, Bar- 
ton, Seybert, Woodhouse, Vaughau, Peale, S. H. Smith, T. 
P. Smith, Patterson, J. B. Smith.) 

Dr. Collin " explained the general principles upon which 
[the Catalogue of Books] was formed. For which see Re- 
port." Thanks voted to Dr. Collin " for the industry & 
talents manifested in forming the Catalogue." Resolution 
ordered to be copied into the Catalogue. Report and Cata- 
logue accepted. Books ordered to be " arranged on the 
shelves in the following order, viz. : Folios, Quartos, Octavos, 
Duodecimos, &c. & that the Vols, of each size be numbered 
from 1 onwards as far as may be." 

" D r - Collin makes an offer to attend Tuesdays & Fridays 
from 10 o'c. a. m. to 1 o'c. p. m. for the purpose of delivering 
Books to the Members of the Society, during those Hours, 
& that untill further order no books are to be taken out of 
the Hall — which was accepted." 

[Pinned on to the page. "To inquire of D r - Mease 
whether he has one Vol. of the Mem. French Acad. Also 
to write D. Ross, has the 12 Vol. Mem. des Chinois par les 
Miss, de Pekin. Paris chez Nyon, 1786." Books missing 
Romaine's E. & W. Indies ; Percival's Essays Vol I. ; Chat- 
telleux' [sic] Felicite Publique ; L'isle inconnue."] 

1799. Dec. 20. (Patterson ; Wistar, Coxe, Currie, Cald- 
well, Barton, Seybert, Vaughan, T. P. Smith, McGraw [sic], 
Peale.) 
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Priestley's paper : reading continued, viz. " Expts. on the 
transmission of Acids, & other liquors, in the form of 
vapour, over several substances in a hot earthen tube." 
" Expts. made with Charcoal, Phosphorus, & animal fibres in 
the Nitrous acid." " Misc. Experiments." Referred to T. 
P. Smith. 

Turner's remarks on Sargent's paper reported worthy of 
publication. Accepted. 

Priestley's papers read at the last meeting reported worthy 
of publication. Accepted. 

The Executrices of Mrs. Rittenhouse having the money 
bequeathed ready, and requesting the seal of the Society to 
be affixed to the receipt, " it was agreed that it be done." 

Order of Business ; additional article : " Pecuniary & 
Oeconomical Business of the Society discussed — not more 
than half an hour to be allotted to these objects" — to follow 
after Incidental or local business. 

Committee on new Bookcase left at liberty to alter its 
dimensions " if necessary to accommodate the books, & to 
have a second wing made if wanted, or the centre part in 
lieu thereof." 

Meeting ordered for Election first Friday January. 

Special meeting ordered on Friday next. 

1799. Bee. 27. Special Meeting. (Patterson ; Turner, T. 
P. Smith, Clay, Peale, Dr. Barton, Ruston, "Wistar, Sey- 
bert.) 

" The American Philosophical Society, taking into con- 
sideration the loss of their fellow-member George "Washing- 
ton, a citizen distinguished by his virtues & by his eminent 
services to his county, 

"Besolved, That as a mark of their high respect & veneration for his 
character, it be recommended to the members to wear a black crape round 
the left arm, as mourning, for 30 days. 

"Agreed, That a portrait of George Washington be pro- 
cured to be hung up in the Society's Hall." 

PBOC. AMEE. PHILOS. SOC. I. xix. PRINTED JANUARY 26, 1884. 



